
 
Henley Masters Regatta 2017  

Notice to Competitors regarding Doubling Up  

Summary 

HMR’s management committee recognises that oversubscription of the event has been an issue for the 

past couple of years and, along with other events, is one which is likely only to only get worse in 2017 and 

beyond.  The event is limited in the number of races that can be held and, after consideration of various 

options, the committee has decided that this year there will be no doubling up allowed (apart from 

coxes).  

Background 

Henley Masters Regatta was founded in 1995 by Harry Harvey with the intention of enabling Masters 

rowers the opportunity to come back together & race on the Henley course.   

Henley Masters Regatta is an open event.  It has never sought to restrict entries to elite crews in each 

event and has no intention to do so at this time. 

Entries are accepted on a first come first served basis. With the exception of a restriction on 1x entries 

(capped at 8 per category), we do not prioritise entries for one event over another. The number of entries 

accepted in any event is ultimately limited by the total number of races that can be held over the two days 

(285). 

Henley Masters Regatta offers over 90 events (6+ age categories, M/F, 7 boat classes) and usually 

operates around 75 of these. The average number of entries per event is therefore just over 4.   

Options 

A) Maintaining the current first come first service policy  

 

Over the last couple of years entries have had to be suspended within a couple of days of opening, 

leading to a relatively high number of withdrawals and the operation of a waiting list, which is manually 

intensive, can delay the draw and ultimately leaves a large number of potential competitors frustrated 

at not being able to race. 

 

B) Remove Further events 

The Regatta omitted Masters A crews & Mixed events in 2015.  We have considered omitting other 

age categories or particular boat classes. Omitting age categories with fewer entries would 

discriminate at the low and high categories, which would not be in the spirit of the Regatta. To increase 

the number of competitors able to race the most obvious boat class to omit would be singles, however 

this would undoubtedly be very unpopular and we believe it would be detrimental to the Regatta, as the 

single is a unique and prestigious event. 

C) No doubling Up 

In 2016 more than a third of competitors doubled up. Changing this should allow approximately 100 
more entries from crews who would not previously have been able to make an entry. 



 
We appreciate this will not be popular with all. However, we also believe that by encouraging crews to 
prioritise one event the overall standard of racing will be higher. 
 
As this is the first year we have imposed this restriction, it is possible the Regatta will not reach the 
maximum number of entries. If this is the case 2 weeks after entries open, we may look to relax the 
restriction and allow doubling up for the last few days before entries close. We would not operate a 
waiting list. 

 
D) Qualifying Time Trials 

Other events have increased capacity by running time trials. Henley Masters Regatta is quite different 

in that we have a relatively small number of crews entering each of a large number of events. Having 

analysed this option extensively, the time taken and logistical difficulties in running time trials would 

not reduce the number of subsequent races sufficiently to make much impact. It would also prevent 

doubling up. 

Conclusion 

One of the key attractions of Henley Masters Regatta is the ability to race side by side down the boomed 

Henley Course followed by the traditional Umpire launches.  The management committee is keen to 

continue to provide that for as many competitors as we can accommodate, remaining true to the original 

ethos of the Regatta. 

It is therefore with some reluctance and in consultation with the British Rowing Masters Committee, but 

acting in the interests of all potential competitors, that we have concluded that we should operate the 2017 

event with a restriction of no doubling up (except coxes).  

 


